
An ancient fortress sleeps in the 
dark woods of Nesscliffe Hill.  
But that’s not all.  Highwaymen, 
muggers and bandits once lurked 
among the trees and caves.

Did Roundheads really have big, 
round heads?

Type of ground – Hilly but not 
silly, can be muddy in places

How long? – Less than 2 miles / 
2.7km. Allow 2 hours

How easy? – Fairly easy, one 
or two steepish climbs and 
descents

Suitable for pushchairs? – 
Unfortunately not

WHAT SORT OF 
WALK IS IT?

6  Where the tracks meet, follow the fence line going right, down steps 
cut into the rock. 

7  At the bottom turn right to 
Kynaston’s Cave. 

Kynaston’s Cave is named after 
Humphrey Kynaston, a real 
highwayman who used the cave as a 
hideout. His horse was called Beelzebub! 

8  After visiting the cave go down 
to the main track and turn left. 
Follow this track round the base of 
the hill.

9  Look for the stoned track on your left and follow it uphill.

!  As you climb the hill look out for a four-fingered post. Leave the stone 
track to follow the footpath on your right. 

#  When you reach the main track turn left and follow it back towards 
the Pine car park.

$  At the ‘The Hill’ farm, where the tracks meet, turn right to the road 
then left back to the car park.
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Kangaroo Facts
☞ Highwayman Kynaston never needed a kangaroo for a 
steed. His horse Beelzebub was so good it once jumped the 
River Severn to escape the law. Kynaston even put its shoes 
on backwards to confuse people chasing him.

☞  Kangaroos are good jumpers too, but don’t wear shoes much. Their 
pouches make good swag bags though.
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Finding the start
The walk starts from the Pine car park (Grid ref SJ389199). From 
Shrewsbury, go right off the A5 signposted Nesscliffe. Take the next right 
to Great Ness turning left in the village. Follow the lane up the hill. The car 
park is on the right after half a mile.

Start
1  From the car park head back to the road and cross straight over. Go 

into the field and follow the hedge up into the wood.

2  Turn right, following the signposts for Oliver’s Point.

3  Keep left at the fork towards Oliver’s Point through the Iron Age 
hillfort. Follow the track through the trees to Oliver’s Point.

Lurking in the trees is an Iron Age hillfort that’s over two thousand years old. 
Back then all the trees would’ve been chopped down. The earth ramparts had 

high wooden walls on top. Hairy warriors could stand on them to 
lob spears and rocks at attackers.

It’s thought that Oliver’s Point is named after Oliver 
Cromwell. He was the leader of the winning side in the 
English Civil War. His men were called ‘Roundheads’ even 
though they weren’t all baldies.
Anyway, Cromwell probably didn’t come here. He had a 

lot on his plate overthrowing the king and taking his 
place. His army could have used it though. Some say 
they made round holes in the rock to secure their 
cannon. Can you find them?

4  Head downhill through the  
rhododendrons to emerge at a clearing.

Back in the days before telly people used to come here to drink tea and 
dance about.  They even built wooden tents called pavilions to sit in. Not 
happy with holding tea dances, they built a maze and had competitions 
with bows and arrows. Sadly the maze and tents are long gone but this 
clearing is still known as ‘The Tea Tents’.
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If you want a short cut here, 
turn left and follow the signs 
back to the car park.

5  Go on through the trees 
and follow the signpost 
towards Kynaston’s Cave. 
Keep to the track through 
the rhododendrons to 
reach a junction. Keep 
right towards Kynaston’s 
Cave and follow the fence 
line above the cliff face. 


