NEWCASTLE ON CLUN | Graig Hill

Walking with Offa 8
Food, drink and
accommodation
Imagine patrolling the
border without a decent
pub. How would Offa’s
Dyke have been built
without them? Over a
thousand years later, keep
up the tradition and stop
for a drink or a bite to
eat. The nearest pubs are in
Clun.
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GETTING THERE:

Walking
8
with Offa

You can find public transport options
throughout Shropshire at:
www.travelshropshire.co.uk.
Or contact Traveline on 08712 002233.
BY CAR: Car parking is available at the Community
Centre at Newcastle on Clun (turn right after The Crown).
SY7 8QL.
To get the best from your walk we recommend
comfortable walking boots, waterproof jacket and
overtrousers, warm clothing, gloves and warm hat or sun
cream and sun hat (depending on the season!), a mobile
phone and something to eat and drink. Sheep and cattle
are often in the fields on these routes – dogs must be
kept under close control or on leads at all times.

To stay, contact them on 01588 640271 or visit
www.crown-newcastle.com
Accommodation listings can be found on
www.visitshropshirehills.co.uk
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The Crown at Newcastle on Clun is a family
owned 17th Century Country Inn with bed and
breakfast accommodation. It is no longer a pub.
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Walking with Offa Promoting the Welsh English border
as a great place to get your boots on, enjoy the beautiful
countryside and indulge in some fabulous food and drink.
g

NEWCASTLE ON CLUN | Graig Hill

Border Country and a
taste of Offa’s Dyke
A four mile walk around
the lower slopes of Graig Hill,
with wonderful views, taking around
two and a half hours.
4-5 stiles

For more details contact the Shropshire Hills Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty Partnership on

01588 674080
or see www.shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk

With many thanks to Peter Barker & Michael Green for helping to
develop this walk. Photographs by Steven Levers.
There are 18 pub walks in this series and four
‘Days Out’. Download, including podcasts,
from www.shropshirewalking.co.uk/
walking-with-offa. Turn your Smartphone
into a complete outdoors GPS. Download an
app: www.viewranger.com and search for
‘Walking with Offa’. A guide featuring twelve
walks is available.

Shropshire Hills
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

This project has been supported by Advantage West Midlands’
Natural Assets Programme in partnership with Natural England.

The Welsh English Border where King Offa met his match!
One of a series of walks with
spectacular views and glimpses of
history, wildlife and archaeology.

in the Shropshire Hills
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Border Country and a
taste of Offa’s Dyke

The last section of the walk on Offa’s Dyke has some
challenging climbs and descents. For a less challenging
walk follow as far as Bridge Farm, end of point 4, and
then return via country lanes as instructed.
Start at The Crown, Newcastle on Clun, SY7 8QL
Turn right out of the Crown and immediately
proceed right along ‘West Road’. Turn left into ‘Mill Road’
and at the T-junction (primary school now on your left)
turn right. This road heads out of the village with houses
mainly now just to the left and after around ½ mile you
reach the graveyard on the left followed by the church.
Its curious revolving lych-gate is worth a look. Continue
along the road, which bends to the right, and take the
first lane on the left at ‘Quarry House’.
The lane climbs steeply and soon bears sharply left
where you go straight ahead through the gate and onto
the wide stony track, now crossing Offa’s Dyke. Keeping
straight continue on through another gate and uphill in
the same direction along the farm track.
Wonderful views of the Clun Valley.
After about ¼ mile, where this track bears up to
the left, go straight on as indicated by a marker post
and through a gate/stile. You will see a substantial stone
ruin on your left. Follow this enclosed track for around 1
mile, bearing left around half way, to eventually reach
a house on the left called ‘The Graig’. Here the track
briefly joins a tarmac lane and very soon you need to
take the grassy bridleway that bears off up to the left.
Continue through the gate into the enclosed track
and on through another gate. Here the track opens
out to follow the hillside round, enjoying good views
towards Mardu and Three Gates. Eventually you will
meet a fork in the track, with a stile on the left and the
roof of Bridge Farm can be visible ahead.
ALTERNATE ROUTE
Here you have a choice. The Offa’s Dyke Path is quite
challenging with a steep climb and even steeper descent.
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A 4-mile walk around the lower slopes of Graig Hill, with wonderful views.
Taking around two and a half hours.

A less challenging route, particularly in poor conditions, is
to continue straight on through the gate at Bridge Farm
and onto the tarmac lane. Turn left and steadily climb up
the lane for just less than half a mile, keep left and straight
on at the junction, and then descend half a mile to ‘Quarry
House’ and re-trace your steps from point 1 back to
Newcastle (please note this route is not way-marked but
relatively easy to follow).
For the main route you now bear up left and then
straight on following the Offa’s Dyke National Trail,
way marked by the acorn symbol. Cross the stile and
continue on the well-trodden path as it climbs through
trees on to reach a few steps and through a wooden
kissing gate. Stay on the higher bank and head on
through another kissing gate. This is the highest point
on the walk and your hard work is rewarded with some
stunning scenery! Now carefully pick your way down this
very steep bank, following the Offa’s Dyke Path.
Head through the metal gate and straight on. A
short climb along the bank ignoring the trodden path
left but head straight on the grassy bank and through a
wooden kissing gate. Here you reach a special fingerpost
marking the mid point of the 177 mile Offa’s Dyke Path
National Trail that runs from Prestatyn to Chepstow.
Proceed down the bank and on reaching the gates on
the right exit onto the tarmac lane, bear left and down to
‘Quarry House’ and retrace your steps from point 1 back
to Newcastle.
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