The Bog Car Park
Grid Reference SJ 358 979
OS Explorer™ 216
Parking at The Bog Car
Park
Allow 3 hours
6 miles. Short cut 3 ⁄2
miles (1 hour)
1

Some fairly steep
climbing, can be very wet
and muddy in places

The visitor centre is manned by local
volunteers and open at half term and
throughout the school summer holidays.
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Starting from the waymark post at
the top of the car park pass a small
pool on your left. Bear left to cross a
board walk and follow the deep path
up the bank.

The pool you pass held water for lead ore
processing and condensing steam for the
mine’s steam engines. Ironically water
within the mines was a major problem and
had to be drained at Boat Level 100 metres
below ground.

Climb to cross a stile and press
on keeping to the left of the
line of gorse bushes. At the top
of the field, cross the stile and
bear right across the next field,
eventually crossing another stile
into woodland. Stay on the path
through the trees to eventually
emerge at the edge of the wood
with Nipstone Rock ahead of you.
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With Nipstone Rock to your right
continue on as the ground rises, then
eventually descends into a wood.
Follow the path down through the
wood to meet a junction.

Nipstone Rock is one of the high quartzite
tors marking out the Stiperstones ridge.
North-eastwards lie Cranberry Rock,
Manstone Rock and the legendary Devil’s
Chair, all part of the Stiperstones National
Nature Reserve.
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This is a great place to see
wildlife. Look for buzzards
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Traditionally local people have harvested
billberries in quantity here using special
bilberry combs. For poor families selling
the bilberries to the bilberry “higglers”
often paid for the
children’s winter shoes.
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You are now following the Shropshire
Way, the buzzard-marked long distance
footpath that makes a 140 mile circuit of
the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty.
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Wander the hills and
valleys of this quiet
borderland. If you want to
get away from it all, this is
the walk for you!

The Bog School is all that’s left of a
community that grew up in the 18th and
19th Centuries to serve a substantial lead
mine. Built in the 1870s of the rock that
forms the Stiperstones ridge, it remained
a school until the 1950s. Imagine the
place 150 years ago. Thick smoke from
winding engines and the tall chimneys of
pumping houses would have filled the air.
Add to this the noise of the ore processors
crushing the mined stone and you can
imagine a place very different to the quiet,
isolated crossroads it is today.
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Mucklewick Walk

The walk starts from
The Bog Car Park
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Further Information
Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre,
School Road, Craven Arms SY7 9RS.
Tel: 01588 676060
www.shropshirehillsdiscoverycentre.co.uk

and ravens soaring overhead and listen for
the bubbling song of skylarks. This is also
one of the few places in South Shropshire
where you may see a red grouse.
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Discover the wonders of the Shropshire Hills from the
splendour of the scenery to the complexity of their
history and heritage.

Travel Information
For bus and train information
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call: 0871 200 2233

Guidelines for walkers
•	Be safe, plan ahead and follow
any signs
•	Leave gates and property as
you find them
•	Protect plants and animals and take your litter
home
• Keep dogs under close control
•	Consider other people

Other walks in this series
Darnford Walk: Ramble along the Shropshire Way to discover
a hidden, golden valley. Then enjoy panoramic views whilst
following a 3000 year old thoroughfare.
Flenny Bank Walk: The view from Flenny Bank is one of the
finest in the land! Discover the story of this landscape, said to
have been shaped by the devil himself!
Adstone Walk: An inspiring 51⁄2 mile walk following the
Shropshire Way over the summit of Adstone Hill. If you love
a good view, you’ll love this walk!

To find out more about walking in Shropshire visit

www.shropshirewalking.co.uk

To explore more of Shropshire’s beautiful
landscape and to find out more about its people,
nature and history go to

www.discovershropshire.org.uk
Designed by MACreative • www.macreative.co.uk • June 2008

Turn right to cross a stile out of the
wood onto the road. Cross the road
and the stile in front of you and
follow the track leading down to
Brookshill Farm.
Cross the stile in the fence on your
right just before the farm. Please
keep dogs on lead. Go diagonally
across the corner of the field to cross
another stile. With the farmhouse on
your left follow the hedge and cross
the stile ahead of you, next to a gate.

If you wish to cut your walk short
at this point and return to the Bog
Centre go to short cut. Otherwise
continue below.
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Continue along a double hedged
track crossing a stile at the end.
Continue down the next field bearing
left on to the track at the bottom.
Follow the track. Shortly after the

track bends to the right, cross a stile
on your left.
As you cross the boggy turf of this timeless
valley bottom you may hear the haunting
call of curlew during the summer months.
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Cross the stile, passing between
two cottages to turn right along a
track to cross a stile on your left
into woodland. Descend to the
stream and cross the footbridge then
continue up the hill to reach a lane.
Turn left along the lane until you
reach a sharp left hand bend. At this
point you turn right up the track.
Continue up the track, leaving gates
as you find them, to emerge onto
open common land. Take the left
hand fork still climbing the hill to
reach a bridle gate at the summit.
Go through the gate and continue on
up the hill, aiming slightly to the left
of the outcrop on the summit, to join
a grassy track. Stay on the track as
it descends to cross a stile by a gate
next to a wood. Skirt the woodland,
on your right, leading on to Milk Hill.

Bilberries are a local
delicacy when in
season in early
Autumn
Looking back
to Nipstone then
southwards you can
see Black Rhadley,
Heath Mynd, and
Cefn Gunthly, names
that celebrate their Welsh
border location. Westwards
is the tree topped dome of
Corndon Hill (actually in Wales)
and northwest the Long Mountain and
Breidden with Rodney’s Pillar marking its
summit.

!

Bear slightly left across the open
grassland, paying special attention
to way marking as the path is not
distinct. Descend the hill with Shelve
Pool on your left eventually crossing
a footbridge.

Shelve Pool is actually man made but in
the 200 years since it was created it has
become a haven for wildlife and is now a
Site of Special Scientific Interest. Otters
are known to fish its placid waters.
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Bear slightly right aiming for the
right hand side of Grit Hill ahead.
Once on the hill bear right and
decend to cross a double stile next
to a gate.
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Continue on to cross a
sleeper bridge and then a
stile in a fence. Follow a
fairly direct line diagonally
crossing four fields and as
many stiles (one double)
before meeting a track at the
junction of Ritton Farm drive.

Go left and follow the track,
keeping the woodland to your
right. Continue along the track until
you meet a road, the Bog Visitor
Centre and car park.
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Discover Shropshire

IN THE SHADOW OF
THE STIPERSTONES

MUCKLEWICK
WALK

Short Cut
Instead of crossing the stile turn
right keeping the hedge line on your
left. At the end of the field cross
the stile and turn immediately left
to the corner of the field, bear right
following the fence line until you
meet the corner of the forest.
Continue straight on through the
gateway ahead of you. Bear slightly
right and descend to a stile to the
left of a forest gate.
Ritton Castle is a Medieval motte and
the site of a failed 19th Century attempt
to follow the veins of the Bog Mine
westwards. Neither are obvious on the
ground today.
Follow the track through the
forestry until you meet the next
track. Turn right and follow the

track to the Bog.

One of four walks exploring the
rugged beauty of the Stiperstones
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