
Montford Circular
Churches, castles and cattle

Montford Church

Darwin tomb

Shrawardine Church Shrawardine Castle
Prominent in the landscape is 
St Chads Church, Montford. The 
imposing house commanding the 
views just north of the village pond 
was the Vicarage.

Shrawardine Church 
The first rector was appointed in 
1213, just two years before the castle 
was destroyed by a Welsh rebellion. 
The church was rebuilt in 1649 after 
being destroyed, along with the 
castle, in 1645.

Shrawardine Castle
A Royal Garrison in the Civil War, 
Shrawardine Castle was destroyed 
by Parliamentarians in 1645, after a 
five day siege. Stones from it were 
taken to repair Shrewsbury Castle. 
Now just the Motte and part of the 
curtain wall remain.

Montford Church
Tomb of Charles Darwin’s parents,  
Dr Robert Waring Darwin, and his 
wife Susan, in Montford Churchyard.

Gipsy Lane bridleway leads us to the farming hamlet of Ensdon where the 
traditional mixed stock farm has passed down through five generations of the 
same family. 

Crossing the fields, on the line of an old road from Shrawardine, there are 
wonderful views to the Welsh Hills, and, closer by, to the few small remains of 
Shrawardine Castle, scene of many border skirmishes. The castle was built to 
guard the important river crossing to Little Shrawardine, where until the 12th 
century, a Motte and Bailey guarded the other bank. Shrawardine Castle was 
repaired a number of times over the years. Henry III ordered it rebuilt in 1229. 
It was renamed Castle Isabel, by a FitzAlan, after his wife. 

The red sandstone church of St. Marys, damaged by cannon fire in the Civil 
War, stands high above the road. Now a quiet backwater, we pass to the east 
of the church and turn east on the old lane once used by the drovers and 
their cattle travelling from the west. We travel, as they did, on to the farming 
settlement of Montford. In the early 19th century, Weir farm, Montford, near 
the old River Severn fish weir, had a horse engine house, where horses were 
used to turn the crown wheel. 

Entrance to bridleway at Montford

Shrawardine Castle

www.shropshireriding.co.uk



Start: Montford Parish Hall
OS Landranger 126, Explorer 240 & 241 Grid ref: SJ 417 158   

Telephone beforehand. Check Montford Parish Hall website 
for contact number. Not available Thursdays.

Parking also available in layby on west side of B4380 just 
north of Montford Bridge

1  Turn left out of Montford Parish Hall car park on road up 
to T junction.

2  Turn left and immediately right onto hedged bridleway 
and follow for just over ½ mile (900m) to road.

3  Turn right for ¼ mile (400m) to concrete hard standing 
on left.

4  Go through field gate on left onto bridleway. Bear right 
on cross-field track, through field gate and follow partly 
hedged lane, then right field edge to wicket gate

5  Go through gate, bear right diagonally across field 
through gateway in hedge line and on across field 
to wicket gate in corner. Follow fenced then double 
hedged track to gate to road. 

6  Turn right and follow road on round left bend.
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7  Where road bends right by 
church go straight ahead. Follow 
lane round left bend to where it 
changes status to a bridleway.

8  Go on ahead for 1 mile (1.6 km) 
past where surfaced track goes 
right over cattle grid, along green 
hedged lane, through two gates, 
and then at left field edge up 
through gate and on to T junction 
with lane.

9  Turn left in front of Montford 
church and go up to road 
junction.

!  For short route turn left and follow 
road past pond on left and on to 
Parish Hall carpark on left.

For longer route using permissive 
bridleway, turn right.

!  Follow road for just under ¾mile 
(1.1 km) to wicket gate on left just 
before A5 overbridge.

#  Go through wicket gate. Turn right 
and follow field edge permissive 
bridleway to top right corner of 
field and junction with public 
bridleway by wicket gate to A5.

$  Turn left and ignoring gaps on 
right follow right field edge ahead 
into next field.

%  Go left diagonally across field 
following telegraph poles. Mid 
field turn right to wicket gate. 

&  Go through wicket gate and 
ahead on right field edge to field 
gate and up track to road.

(  Turn right and follow lane past 
pond on left back to Parish Hall 
car park on left.


