
Church Stretton
Iron Age, Roman, Anglo Saxon, 
Norman all have lived here.  Great 
hilltop earthworks ring the town 
and the Romans marched past 
on Watling Street.  But not just in 
ancient times was it famous, This 
is the Victorian “Little Switzerland” 
where top hatted and crinolined 
visitors came on the new railway 
line to take its waters and walk the 
hills.  Even in the second World 
War this quiet hill bound town was 
busy.  The then new bypass was 
not opened but kept as a parking 
lot for tanks and guns.  Now it’s a 
Walkers Welcome town and a base for the 
adventurous paraglider and walker alike.

The Long Mynd
This is the very backbone of the Shropshire 
Hills with its heather clad slopes and 
hollows.  Here history lies hidden at every 
corner.  Men from the Bronze Age built 
cairns and in the Iron Age great hill forts.  
In the tracks of these long dead people the 
medieval drovers made their roads.  And 
it’s seen action, with guns fired here from 
Napoleonic times to the Second World 
War.  It has its share of war secrets too: 
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From Malcolm Saville’s novels about the 
lone pine club to the training of peregrine 
falcons at Pole Cottage to intercept enemy 
agents’ carrier pigeons. No wonder it so 
inspired Houseman to write about its blue 
remembered hills.

Bridges
What a place, in its day the motorway 
services for the Bishop’s Castle to 
Shrewsbury coaching road.  There was a 
forge to shoe the horses.  A coaching inn 
house to feed and water the passengers 
and a toll house to take their money.  Now 
it’s bypassed and gives the weary walker a 
haven of peace and quiet to sit with his ale 
and watch the brook run by.

Walking the Shropshire Way from 
Church Stretton to Bridges will take 
you on ancient pathways trod by 
man for over 3000 years.

Leave Little Switzerland behind and 
you will travel across the great heather 
clad hog’s back of the Long Mynd.  Past 
Bronze Age cairns on Drovers’ Roads and 
medieval byways with names like Mott’s 
Road and The Portway.  Then through 
Golden Valley a place so aptly named and 
at the end is Bridges. Once an important 
stop for stage coaches, now a quiet 
country pub and a youth hostel. 

As Housman said:

“Into my heart an air that kills,
From you far country slows,
What are those blue remembered hills,
What spires, what forms are these”

Discover Shropshire
Path to Pole Bank

B4371

A49

B4370

Library
Supermarket

Police
Fire Station

C
H

U
R

C
H

 S
T

R
E

E
T

L O
N

G
H

I L
L

S
 R

O
A

D

C
U

N
N

E
R

Y
 R

O
A

D

EA
ST

H
O

PE
 R

O
A

D
CE

N
TR

AL 
AVE

N
U

E

ES
SEX R

OAD

LUT WYCHE ROAD

LION MEADOW

W
ATLIN

G S
TREET S

OUTH

W
ATLIN

G S
TREET N

O
RTH

H
A

Z L E R  R O
A D

SNATCHE R S LANE

R
A

G
L

E
T

H
 R

O
A

D

CL
IV

E 
AVEN

U
E

S A N D F O R D  A V E N U E

S A N D F O R D  A V E N U E
H

I G
H

 S
T

R
E

E
T

L U
D

LO
W

 R
O

A
D

Church Stretton

On The Portway

CC125223
Text Box

    DISCOVER
  SHROPSHIRE


CC125223
Text Box



Long Mynd

Haddon
Hill

Round
Hill

Minton
Batch

Ahes Hollow

Long
Synalds

Carding Mill
Valley

Ragleth
Hill

Callow
Hollow

Caer
Caradoc

Hope Bowdler
Hill

L
O

N
G

 M
Y

N
D

Visitor Centre

CHURCH STRETTON

Wentnor

Bridges

Ratlinghope

Devils
Mouth

Duckley Nap Jinlye

Shooting
Box

Belmore

Darnford

Betchcott

Thresholds

Woolstaston

Picklescott

Smethcott

Leebotwood

Comley

All Stretton

Little Stretton

Hope Bowdler

Ticklerton

Soudley
Chelmick

Ragdon

Minton

Asterton

Medlicott

G
O

L D
E N

 V
A

L L E Y

B4371

B5477

A49

0 1 2KILOMETRES

0 11/2MILES

Shropshire Way  Footpaths Bridleways

 Circular walk

Visitor Information Centre

Café

Public House

Toilets

Building of Historical Interest

Castle

Gardens

Visitor Attractions

Hill summit

Place of Worship

Caravan/Camping Site

Museum

Car Parking

Railway Station

English Heritage

National Trust

Forestry Commission

Youth Hostel

Open Access land

For a more detailed map directions and 
information visit: 
www.shropshirewalking.co.uk
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DIFFICULTY: Some steep uphill sections

7 mile section
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The Long Mynd from The Stiperstones
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